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might be himself relieved from the chief com-
mand of the expedition against Mysore.

The noble earl received this communication
with the respect and kindness due to so great an
instance of modesty and self-denial. But being
satisfied that the arrangements he had already
made for conducting the Government in Bengal^
and for the command of the army on the coast,
were well calculated to promote the public
interests, he desired General Harris to consider
well before he declined this great appointment,,
and after a night's rest to return to him with his
answer in the morning.

Happily for the General, and for all con-
nected with him, his confidence was re-established
by the Governor-General's kind reception of his
modest doubts of his own sufficiency, and by
earnest prayer to the Giver of all victory^ that he
might be endowed with the powers necessary for
this great undertaking.

His fine cheerful countenance,, when he re-
turned to Lord Mornington in the morning, so
plainly spoke the result of his night's reflections,
that before he could give utterance to them, the
noble earlj by anticipation, congratulated him
upon his decision, in that frank and generous
spirit, which won the hearts of all who ap-
proached him, and made them serve in all hfe
counsels in India^ as fervently as if they had
of their own suggestion.
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